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News from the Front
~ 94>, HEEZTL ~

Kevin VanEvery s mmsmsmys)
FYAY Y7y IT)—

This has been a pretty busy month for Shiiba. I'm, of course, talking about the Heike festival. It was a pretty
amazing experience for me. It was actually my first Japanese festival, and | think in Shiiba they do a thing right.
Of course, | very much enjoyed the parade, and | saw a lot of my students dressed up, not a mention a teacher or
two. And of course, | saw quite a few of you while | wandered around throughout the day. | even had a couple of
guests from out of town come in to see the festival. We tried to eat one of everything, and I'm pretty sure | almost
succeeded. The food was delicious, the parade was great, and in the evening | watched the drumming and the
dancing, which were both a lot of fun. Overall, I'd say my first festival experience was everything | could have
hoped for.

The other big news for me is the beginning of my English conversation classes. I'm running three classes for
both children and adults. The kids are very excited, especially over the ‘”r
prospect of getting stickers in every class. We had a lot of fun playing
games, drawing pictures, and making flashcards. We might have even
learned some English in there. The adult classes are a little more
serious, but | think just as successful. I've got great classes and a |
really look forward to seeing everyone, both young and old, at my future
classes.

Coming up for me is a weekend in Fukuoka for the big sumo
tournament. I'm pretty excited, both to see the city and to see giants
wrestling for control of the center ring. It should be an exciting weekend.

)
AYDTOERYHETHBWL
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