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My experience as a J.E.T programme participant in Shiiba-son is nearly over and summer has come. Two years
is a very short time and in these two last articles | would like to reflect on my most wonderful and the most
challenging experiences of these two years here in Shiiba-Son, Miyazaki-ken, Japan. | hope you have enjoyed
reading them. (of course | am kind of short of space and there are so many, each day is an experience of a kind
so you have to understand this is a difficult choice of what to write).

| believe for someone that has stayed in Shiiba for more than one year they might agree with this statement;
There is a life - nside?the village and a life - utside?in the rest of Miyazaki, in the rest of Japan and for that
matter the world. But with all Shiiba + happenings, events etc. sometimes it « difficult to remember the world
outside these captivating mountains. For me that + what makes Shiiba-son so unique. | remember a conversation
about this with Tokiwa sensei at Heike Matsuri last year (she is a well traveled and old Shiiba Shogakko teacher
who loved living in Shiiba very much) and she summed this feeling up, | quote ?Shiiba is kind of like living on an
island?

Summer is here and at the Danchi where | live the children play outside again and their lyrical laughter fills the
air with a contagiously good feeling. Each is so unique and over the last year and ten months | have had the
pleasure of seeing them develop into such bright stars.

Japanese children are very different to children in New Zealand. They are far more attentive and they want to
learn everything. They don + fight as much because they have "jankin" to solve almost everything.
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