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Graduation at Junior High school
Last Thursday night | had the pleasure of attending Shiiba Chugakkou’s dormitory graduation dinner. This was a
very happy and sad experience.

In New Zealand, graduation is not until high school and we have no graduation ceremony as such. Instead, we
have a prize giving for all the students that have achieved excellence in particular fields. This would generally
be held at night in front of parents and staff. Someone of significance would then present prizes on stage. It’s
certainly not formal nor is it an emotion filled farewell like it is here. It's a happy cheerful experience.

The dormitory graduation dinner was certainly an understandably sad one for both 3rd graders who are leaving
their village and security of school and home and the students they have been sharing their rooms with. For
me it was a very moving experience and it touches my heart to think how these children leave behind so much
when they leave here so young. | felt a part of something so special in the lives of the children about to go on
their journeys out there in the world and | wish them good luck with their new
challenges and good fortune for their futures. It's certainly one thing to move
up to high school but another to leave your home and family for somewhere
further away.

The next day, wishing | could be in two places at the same time, | rushed
between both Chugakko’s graduation ceremonies. | wasn’t quite prepared for
the enormity of the heartfelt emotion | encountered.

I will never forget you.
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