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Japanese Princess for a day
| didn’t think it could get much better than playing on stage with my guitar together with Kocho Sensei, singing
Nada Sou Sou for Matsuo Chugakko’s wonderful students and those that came to see the Bunkasai. But wait
there’s more...l was a Japanese Princess for a day! ‘What? Ehhh!?’

On the cool clear day of Saturday November 11th | had the honor of taking part in Shiiba’s Heike Matsuri parade
as a princess.

A foreigner dressed up as a Japanese princess causes quite a stir. All | could hear whilst the paparazzi was
shooting was "Gaijin, Gaijin-san," cries of shock, and “ Anna Sensei.” But that was only after | was announced by
name. Before that maybe no one could tell | was a foreigner, and maybe no one would have suspected anything if
my eyes weren’t blue, giving away my secrete disguise (that, and the fact | couldn’t stop Iaughlng espe0|ally when
my students didn’t recognize me). First, they looked puzzled, which made them look === -
more closely. Then their eyes widened and words like “Ehhhhhh?” and “Anna Sensei?” =
came out. There was no hint of orange tones in this redhead’s hair, only a black wig
that really hurt to wear.

| was impressed that they even painted us with a paintbrush in coats of white paint, 5§
which made us look like walking zombies. | wish | had more pictures of this!
After patiently trying all the wigs, the wee but very forceful wig-man squeezed my j
head into one of them, which was more like a helmet with "real hair" on top. Oh my
goodness, my head was just not going to fit. It was then | discovered not only are my
hips a different shape to Japanese, but my head is as well! But he was determined to § g
make it fit even if it wasn’t supposed to! Japanese Princess preparations are a very |
novel experience. | will never forget all of us girls dressing up together trying not to
laugh lest our paint crack. You all looked so beautiful! And the samurai’s so handsome!
(To Be Continued)
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