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Shiiba Son's June Article 2006

May hiking season in Kyushu is a fairytale came true!

Mountain Azaleas May-blooming flowers (Tsutsuji & Satauki) enchant any hiker. Conjuring up images of
enchanted forests where fairies and elves may play "hide and go seek”. Bright pink petals dotted like perfectly
placed delicate pink tissue paper adorn the trails and scattered perfectly upon the rich chocolate colored earth
like a giant patchwork-quilted staircase, leading up and up to the mountain tops.

| never appreciated flowers as much | as do now on coming to Japan or even more correctly on coming to Shiiba
village. It's incredible for me to see these flowers in their natural habitats complimented by the insects that were
designed to pollinate them, a harmonious combination.

What treasures one can find if one takes the time to look. Early summer evenings wondering in the hills of Shiiba,
there's a treasure trove waiting to be discovered. Bursts of violet Wisteria (Fuji hana) above creeks and waterfalls
of crystal clear water. Magnificence astounds.

Do you know anyone born in June? Here are a some notes for June babies.

No other month begins on the same day of the week as June.

June's flower is the rose or honeysuckle.

June's birthstone is the pearl, Alexandrite, or moonstone.

The month of June is named after the Roman goddess Juno, wife of Jupiter and equivalent to the Greek goddess
Hera.

June Haiku by Onitsura

| know well

That the June rains ...
Just fall.

- Onitsura

Summer seemed to come quickly overnight in fact, does that mean the rumors of a month of rain here are all
true?
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