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Spring in Shiiba-Son

This spring in Shiiba we have been lucky to see so many beautiful and colorful flowers. Already the Wisteria (Fuji-
hana) is dressed up in its bright purple bloom. Wild Azaleas (Tsutsuji) with their multitudes of colors from white
to pinky-reds and purples greet us as we pass. As do the most splendid and generous burst of Cherry-Blossom
(Sakura), Mountain Cherry Blossom (yama-zakura), Apricot Blossom (ume), Peach Flower (momo hana) and
many other variations.

Although a little chilly, hanami with the neighbors was wonderful and many Japanese folk songs were sang
including Nagori yuki, which brings me to mention the very (mezurashi) rare and unexpected spring snow that fell
just yesterday blanketing the mountains of Shiiba and just as soon was gone again and it was back to flowers and
the hazy yellow skies of the season.

This glorious spring hiking season has been full of wondrous surprises including Daffodils (Suisen), Rape seed
(nano hana), Mitsumata, Rhododendron (Shakunage), Violet (sumire), Horsetail (tsukushi) and Dandelion (tanpopo)

-
-

to name just a few.

Out of her winter retreat, nature in Shiiba has woken from her sleepy
slumber. The forests are voluptuous and luscious bright green once
again and only now has the Japanese bush warbler (Uguisu) perfected

its sweet spring song, enchanting us from our sleep.

Shiiba’s combination of nature’s melody, The Japanese Bush Warbler,
cicadas and frogs, capture the rhythm and slow pace of life here so
perfectly.
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