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View from the outside looking in.
My friends who came to watch were from various countries, including England, USA, Canada, New Zealand,
Taiwan, Australia and of course Japan. They were all bewildered at how beautiful Shiiba is. Although they all live
in Japan, none had had such an encounter to visit a festival like this so far away from the world most foreigners
imagine of Japan and on a day when the skies were crystal blue and the mountains ablaze with an autumnal
inferno of colour and a cool breeze to give you a pinch of reality. Shiiba’s streets were decorated to match,
together with the parade and all the incredible coloured costumes, characters and festival music, Taiko drumming,
Kagura, people, food, cobbled streets and cultural landscape. Shiiba
Heike Matsuri was a magic experience, like stepping back to the 11th
Century to a village lost in the mountains. The new and the old coming
together.

I thought to myself what an incredible amount of organization and logistics
goes into planning something like Heike Matsuri. Heike Matsuri 2006 was
the best yet! Thank you very much Chika ‘Sunshine’ Yamanaka for giving
me the opportunity to make one of the most amazing memories of my life.
| am sure | am the first New Zealand Japanese Hime and | will cherish
the photos and share the experience throughout the rest of my life, for |

can say “l was a Japanese princess for a day.”
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