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Over the last few weekends | have had the pleasure of attending both Shiiba-chu and Matsuo-chu sports festivals and the
village sports day. | am not sure if all chugakko sports days across Japan are like these but | am sure they all have their
own idiosyncrasies that make them so much FUN!! full of energy and a fantastic part of what Japan is so famous for ‘team
work’ as opposed to individualism.

Both sports days were packed full of events for everyone! From pre-school kids to primary school, right through to the
adults and the elderly. | was impressed that everyone was included which made for even more fun. Three games stand out
most and they were ‘the Caterpillar relay (Mukade koso), Tug of war’ (Tsunaheki) and ‘Ball in the basket’ (Nice-In), of which
the catching part | was so terrible at. In fact | was so bad at it | was demoted to having my basket taken off me. That was
hilarious! We don’t have any of these games in New Zealand, so it was a real treat , and | will be sure to introduce them
when | get back. Along with all the dancing and chanting, marching and music it was truly fantastic and the co-ordination
amazing! | was especially moved by the energy and dedication the students put into their practices and how everyone had
a role, no one was left out.

In New Zealand we have school sports days to see who will qualify for the inter-school sports day. Only the best will go
through. So perhaps there is a little more emphasis on competition and winning and certainly lacks any form of dancing,
except maybe a “Haka” !

Well, its nearly Autumn and the night time stream sides are a light with fishermen BBQing their catch in the fresh cool air.
Whilst hiking on the mountain tops last week to my surprise the leaves had began to take on the autumnal colour hues.
The Kake (persimmon trees) are full of autumn coloured fruits and about the village the beautiful kimokusai (‘orange
osmanthus’ or the ‘fragrant Olive’) fills the air with its delicious sent. | think this has to be my favorite season in Shiiba. But
in saying that it’s a difficult decision.

This is the perfect temperature to bike everywhere so see you all out and about under the autumnal sky!
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