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Shiiba Son October Article

This summer | was lucky enough to attend a Japanese language school in Fukuoka. There were many students from all
over the world. In my class there were people from England, a Norwegian, Hong Kong, and two Americans.

The Japanese teachers were very interesting people. They had all been trained in how to teach Japanese to foreigners (this
is not as easy as one would think). They all spoke English well but we were not allowed to speak English in the classroom,
only Japanese, of course.

It reminded me how hard it must be for Shiiba's students learning English. You are all so brave!! And remember you have
to make mistakes in order to learn from them, especially when learning a new language. So when you feel it's too hard
“try and try again and never give up”! Just believe you can do it and you will succeed! With the words from a great sports
trainer Shiiba is lucky to have, | quote “Your efforts will be suddenly rewarded”.

After the Japanese course in August | flew home to ‘middle earth’ New Zealand for winter.

This June and July N.Z experienced one of the coldest winters on record and snow covered the whole south island. The
snow was so thick in parts that power lines were crippled under its weight cutting off power and closing roads in some
areas for more than two weeks. So it was even more extremely cold for me arriving from Japans height of summer. But the
warm smiling faces of my family and friends more than made up for the temperature shock.

On the way back to Japan | stopped in Hong Kong to visit a friend | had made on the Japanese course in Fukuoka. It’
s amazing how sharing in learning a new language can open so many doors and

friends and experiences that you never thought were there before.

With this in mind did you know there are ‘FREE’ English language classes run by

Shiiba’s kyouikuiinkai (B.O.E) that anyone is welcome to attend?

They range from...

@ Pre-school ‘Kids’ (0-6 years) old. Thurs 6:30 to 7:30pm

@ Shogakko students and up: Wednesday 6:30 to 7:30pm

@ Adults: Conversation and music class: Wednesday 7:45 to 9 pm. (bring along S
your favorite English songs or an instrument). -
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