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August 2006
After a week of torrential and seemingly endless rain that closed train lines and caused huge landslides making people
homeless throughout Japan, Shiiba for once was speared any major dilemmas and the ‘Natsu Matsuri Hanabi’ (Summer
Fireworks festival) was set to take place.

Thanks to Chika-San | was able to attend and my two friends from America and New Zealand were able to share in Shiiba’
s fireworks splendor together with Shiiba’s people.

It was the most beautiful evening clad with stars and later Shiiba’s own stars! Matsuo Chugakko’s 1st graders had told
me they were going and they were going to dress up in their ‘yukata’ for the festival. So | was delighted to see them and
introduced them proudly to my friends. They all looked so beautiful!! Some of
Shiiba’s boys even wore ‘Ginbei’, how handsome they looked. | also had the
opportunity to meet up with some of Shiiba’s recently passed 3rd graders,
now high school students. They all complained they had to study too much! It
was wonderful to see them, how their eyes sparkled like the stars above.
Much later my friends and | were treated to a private concert of Shiiba’s
village songs. Preformed by the Wakamiya Danchi Shogakko and Gidoukan
choir! They are a very talented bunch of singers!

Erin my friend from the USA said Shiiba’s fireworks were better than anything
she had seen back home and Emily from New Zealand and | agreed.

Shiiba Son’s fireworks festival was a great success! Thanks to everyone that

made it happen. It was a very special night, especially for me and my friends.
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